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for his strong support in this war against ex-
tremists and terrorists.

So I'm glad you’re here.

President Salih. Thank you very much,
Mr. President, for the good reception and
hospitality and also for the excellent and
fruitful talks that we had. I'm very pleased
for the limitless support by President Bush
and the United States for Yemen in the field
of combating terror. Yemen is an essential
partner with the United States of America
and the international community in com-
bating terror. We will continue in this path,
on this track.

We had the chance to discuss a number
of issues with Mr. President, including a
number of issues in the Middle East region,
the Palestinian-Israeli problem and the situa-
tion in Somalia, the situation in Iraq, Leb-
anon, Afghanistan. We found a complete un-
derstanding on the issues that we have dis-
cussed with Mr. President Bush. We also dis-
cussed the bilateral relations between Yemen
and the United States.

I would like, on this occasion, to highly
express my gratification and my appreciation
for the brave position taken by President
Bush since the first moment he took power
in this country, since he expressed his belief
in the establishment of an independent Pal-
estinian state, side by side with the State of
Israel. And I wish that His Excellency would
pursue his effort and will continue his efforts
in implementing the Arab initiative, which
was adopted in the summit of Beirut, to
maintain peace in the region. I am sure that
adopting such initiative would end 70 per-
cent of the problems in the region.

Of course, you will be in history if you can
be successful in establishing the independent
Palestinian state before leaving the White
House.

Shukran.
President Bush. Shukran.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:44 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. President Salih
spoke in Arabic, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter.
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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders
May 2, 2007

I thank the leaders from Congress for
coming down to discuss the Iraq funding
issue. Yesterday was a day that highlighted
differences. Today is a day where we can
work together to find common ground. I will
inform the Speaker and the leader of our se-
rious intent, and to that end, I am going to
name our Chief of Staff, Josh Bolten, along
with Steve Hadley and Rob Portman to work
with members of both parties to fund our
troops.

I think it’s very important we do this as
quickly as we possibly can. I'm confident that
we can reach agreement. I know that it’s
going to require good will, but we all care
deeply about our country and care about this
issue. And so I want to thank the Members
for coming down again. I'm looking forward
to our discussions. I'm looking forward to
what will be constructive set of discussions
and negotiations.

Thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House.

Remarks on the National Day of
Prayer
May 3, 2007

Good morning, and welcome to the White
House. I'm honored to join you for this Na-
tional Day of Prayer. I'm sorry Laura is not
here. She is camping in one of our national
parks. [Laughter] 1 appreciate the chair-
man—chairwoman of the National Day of
Prayer Task Force, Shirley Dobson. Thank
you for your leadership on this important
day. And I see you brought your husband,
im.

J The 2007 honorary chairman is with us,
and that's Chuck Swindoll. Thank you,
Chuck, for being here, and I'm glad you
brought Cynthia as well. Welcome. I appre-
ciate the members of the Cabinet who have
joined. I appreciate the Members of the Con-
gress. Thank you all for being here.

And the mayor—Mr. Mayor, thank you,
sir. It’s good to see you. Thanks for joining



